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Twenty-three schools and agencies- offerzng hxgh

school credit correspondence courses were surveyed to investigate

. optxons for gifted students, particularly students in rural areas or
in schools with limited curricula. Among the findings were.that high

. school credit is available from universities, from the Massachusetts

: and North Dakota state departments of education, and from the Home
Study Institute (Washington, DC); course ‘titles are rather
traditional and suggest standard curricular coverage; and the only
criteria for being "gifted" is a letter of permxsszon from a
principal or counselor. Areas to consider przor to deciding..on
correspondence courses as a beneficial option are listed, including
‘whether the home school will accept the credit for the course, -who
will bear the costs, will the ‘course count toward college

requirements, and does the-‘student have a plate and time for study. A

table presents a.statxstxcal .analysis of survey responses. (sB)
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8 Cofrespondence Courses for-Gifted Students

8 ’ Co;respondence courses are frequently .cited. as af}" option
for gifted students (e.g. Silverman, 1980), particularly for
stﬁdents in rural areas or in schools with limited curricula.

A number -of correspondence coupse'options exist, generally as

,Enonfcreoit courses, higﬁ'school credit, or college,credit
sources--so

courses. stjcredit courses are available from é variety of -

\’;yeputable, some not--and are subject only to the’

N x
- . L]

student's interests eﬁd time (and budget) in everything from

art to -zymurgy. . | ' e

Credit courses, however, are most often, offered. by
: . : \ '
universities or state education departments and allowfthe

-

student to6 increase or expand school curricular possibilities.
- Credit courses may be taken for either high school or college

credit or--in some 1nstanoes--s1multaneous high school and
o

college credit. Completing high school courses by correspon-
dence may be useful ‘ -

3 "(1) to expand and enrich the curriculum of the local

| high schooisg(z)—to provide courses_for wﬁich a teacher
cannot be‘e@ployed; (3):to bring high school credit

- to tﬁe isolated student (4) to educate the handicapped,

(5) to serve post-gradudtes and adults' (6) to aid when

s occur; (7) to help the trapsfer vév
student meet - he 1oca1 curriculum requirements, and ~ '

——,
(8) to ass1st the J;op-Outs.to complete their high

¥
-

school educatioy“ (University of Wyoﬁiﬁgf h.d.)h
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o Correspondence Courses \ \m . ‘, 2
l The National Univ.er,sitsg Extension“‘Associatio_n (Hunter, -
1980) publishes a guide to 69 schools, most of which are "
accredited by reglonal accred1t1ng agencies. This guide lists Z
unlver51t1es and agencles offerlng high school or college

credit courses, with further delineation of courses available.

For more complete specification, the thirty-two schools and
agencies listed as offering highj:chool credir were §urveyed.
‘For the thnty-three responses, Qable 1. lists the numbers of
courses offered by, each school or agency in several academic
areas. . ' =
‘ Table 1. dlsplays the cons1derable range of:coufses,
and numbers of qourses avallable from these schools. High :
.o \school credit is availanle from universities;”from the state
~ departments of“eddcafion in Massachnsetts,and;Norfthakota,
4 and from the Home Study: Instltute (further described. below)

° The compllatlons in the table do notldentlfy speclflc speclal-
1zat1ons (for example, Social ScIence may 1nclude anthropology,
economlcs, geography, government hlstoryg stchology. rellglon,
and s001olggy), nor does this ta%le 1ndlcate, other than by
numbers. the breadth of courses -in dny one area., For exdmple, -*

‘ most schools offerlng forelgn language lnclude French German,
Spanish, and, perhaps, Latin, but: two 1nclude Ru551an (Unlv.
of Idaho, North Dakota), ‘two 1nclude Norweglan (-North Dakqéa,
Univ. of Wisconsinm), the University of Minrlesota states that ]

. \ .
university courses are offered for high\8chool.credit, and the R
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N \
University of Wisconsin offers Arabic, French, German, Hebrew,

’ »
Italian, Norwegian, Portugese, Russ1an, and Spanish!

4 Several
of. these schools also offer an array-.of non-credit courses.

* \
0f particular interest to gifted students may be the six schools

which offer the textbook materials for driver education,
" the Univerdity of‘Texas4
 of

course on data préocessing, and tHe
University of Wisconsin Fundamentals ®f FORTRAN Programming
course.

vé

b

-
L N

4 ’ . s
Course titles, for the most part, are rather traditional

and suggest standard currlcular coverage, though the student

e

may also find a few courses such as the llterature of comic
) 3

books, or women wr1ters,as interesting .electives.
L2

-

. Thus, cor-
respondence courses aée intended to be optional ways of meeting

curricular requlrements,”rather than Substitutions to them.

of the schools listed, sixteen speclflcally state than
some college courses .are open to high school students~ and the

University of Nehraska, the University of Texas, and the Home

Study Institute have. indicated that high»schﬁol courses may
be available to Mnger students.

The NUEA gulde llsts 47
schools which 1ndlcate that college courses may be offered to
"glfted high school" students.

However,

the student should be
aware that rebtrlctions may be placed on whlch courses, or the

number of courses which can be completed by the pre-college
student

The only cr1ter1a for belng "glfted" is a letter of
permlss1on -from a principal or counselor.

-

-

"n
°
LI

The NUEA guide also states that seven-universltles offer
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“ Correspondence Courses. _— . L

a gifted education teacher's course% but‘this'is not the case.

In fact, onlfrtheﬁuniversity of California at Berkely offers

such a course,'the other schools including some naterials in
" a-general spgcial education ov‘ervieW“cour:se.‘ d x

' Also of particular interest may be’the'Home Study Insti-

tute.(?akoma Parh; Washington, D.C. 20012). This is a prdvate | .
institute sponsored b& the .Seventh-day Adventist‘Churcha They
pffer corréspondence coursesfat preschool, elementarf. secondary,
.and college levels. ®hile offerings are limited, this could
be an'attractdve alternatiue;for}the‘younger student.

Although correspondence courses do offer an pption'which‘
may be bene%;cial to some students, the student needs to clarl}y
several thlngs prlor to assumlng that this 1s the best option:

1)) If the coursé in 1ntended for cred1t, will the hqme school (-

<

i accept this correspondence course and give credit for it?

e ‘ .

2 2 Does the correspondence course yleld equlvalent cred1t to
hthat of the home school, “or are “there yet other requlrements°
3. .%ho pays for tultlon, fees, and other ‘expenses--is the
student expected <o bear all of these costs?
c Will, the home school prov1de t1me or necessary fa0111t1es

‘-for completing 'the course durlng school hours? :

) 5. Will home school faculty prov1de support and encouragement
, for the student° ’ ’ ' ' .
6. Is there a 11m1t to the number of correspondence courses . o 'y
the student may take? 2 “ . ‘
If the hlgh school student ant1c1pates taklng cq§EEge

courses, then yet other questlons need to be asked . -
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(lm Can thé student also get high school credit for this course?
‘ What extra$procedures will be required?

‘As,tbe student goes on to college, will this course count?
ﬁiil i+t fit,co%lege requ{rements? Will it count'as a major
or a éenerel education, course equivelent?

If this course will not be" counted in college, will it help
the student prepare for CLEP? — |

Is there a limit to the number of correspondence courses or

-,

'\ -~

other stipulation?

25

\

. $
following should be kept in mind:

1. Time'allotm®nt. Aft‘?‘rev1ew1ng -the course syllabus, the

student should set a time goal for a completion date and’
for the frequency of completed,lessons. ’ . ;

A place and “time for study. Either during school hours or

'out the student should select a place and t1me to work on

the. coufbe and stlck to it.

*

Assistance.

-

- “encourage, the student to find local resources for assxtance.
‘

Most correspondence‘schools allow, .and even -

tﬂHowever, exams are individual and must be proctored
Judicious, selection. The student should select only those’
coudses which w111 be of value and whlch can be ¢ompleted

glven the student’s abilities ahd resources. Strong guidance

N by the‘%ounselor 1s encduraged. ) =
5+ Group study. It is always better to study with another,
'A \ u' ' ’ . ‘e ° ‘4
'f\/f .
‘ Y

What type of firdancial, and tutorial assistance is available? °

For any student taking e'correspondence course, the, -

e
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< & even if the other student is taking different courses.,
AN :. 6. Cemmitment. Many students initially get excited about
correspondence stﬁdy andleﬂ%oll, only to drop the ceurse’
’ . later. The student must recognlze that correspondence ,
courses require a dlfferent kind of study-t%an moest school
work. This is independent study and requires a “trong dose
of “individual effort.

7. Talk to others.‘ Other students who have'taken corresbondence

courses can give wortﬁwhile advice. It would be best to talk

other student who had already completed the same course

3

\ student is 1nterested in._ o N
; .

-

3
S
Q
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Table 1.

Number of ﬂigh‘School Courses Offered
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Univ. of Arizona, 3| 2 ) 6 7 12 12
D . . ¢ ' M
Univ. of Arkansa | | 8 20| 6 . 10 L 14‘ 64
Univ. of Californiat 1] 3 1 ik b 2 |2 o 1 611 1 /I 66
Univ. of Colorado* 1] & 13 STk 10 13 0 | 56

' Univ. of Florida b . 8 - 11 132
Univ. of Idaho 2. . 9|2 -~ Lis 28
Indiana University# 3|12 2| B6P6 | 27.1311 3 11 10.12- 118
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' Univ. of Minnesota* 5 17 [ves 11 318 ¥ | Wt
Univ. of Missouri# 11110 1119 1 3 14 |6 ?8 X 74
Univ. of Nebraska#. 213|211 1 (19 (22 5 |4 |18 5 1155 |1 133
Oklahoma State Univ. ] 6’ 14 6 10 °f . 36
ngnsylvania,sta?e U.tﬁ 1 h1 9 :2 L ..%7 -
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